
Review and 
Highlights
NIOD in 2020



NIOD 2020

NIOD Institute for War, Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies (NIOD) is a national 
and international centre of expertise for 
interdisciplinary research on the history 
of world wars, large-scale violence and 
genocides, including their long-term 
effect on society. In addition, NIOD 
collects, stores and gives access to 
archives and collections about World 
War II, and provides information to 
government institutions and individuals.

The institute had wanted to celebrate 
its 75th anniversary in style on 8 May, 
but due to the corona crisis, we largely 
had to abandon these plans. We had 
wanted to show how the institute has 
significantly expanded its field of acti-
vity since 1945, although research on 
the history of World War II in the Nether-
lands and Indonesia remains a major 
area of work. The international, compa-
rative and multidisciplinary research 
that is currently being carried out at 
NIOD addresses themes such as perpe-
trators, experiences, memories and 
trauma, transitional justice, restoration 
of rights, and regime change – themes 
that throw light on aspects of mass 
violence in the 20th and 21st centuries.

HIGHLIGHTED PUBLICATIONS

1945. The reckoning and Life in the 
occupied Netherlands 1945. De afrekening en 

Leven in bezet Nederland (Spectrum, 2020)

February 2020 saw the publication of 1945. De 

afrekening by Ad van Liempt, the last in the six-part 

series, Leven in bezet Nederland. Since 2015, a 

book in this series, edited by René Kok and Erik 

Somers, has been published annually, describing 

the events of one year of the war, with extensive 

illustrations. The whole series was brought together 

this year in a two-volume box set. The series is a 

joint publication by publishing company Spectrum 

and NIOD.

War research. 75 years of NIOD 
Oorlog in onderzoek. 75 jaar NIOD (Boom, 2020) 

In the anniversary collection, Oorlog in onderzoek. 

75 jaar NIOD, NIOD staff writes about the rich and 

controversial history of the institute, turning the 

spotlight on NIOD’s relationship with social issues 

such as the re-issue of Mein Kampf or the prosecu-

tion of war criminals. The book was edited by Marjo 

Bakker, Petra Drenth, Jeroen Kemperman and 

Hinke Piersma.

Paramilitarism. Mass Violence  
in the Shadow of the State  
(Oxford University Press, 2020)

From the deserts of Sudan to the jungles of 

Colombia, and from the streets of Belfast to the 

mountains of Kurdistan: in this internationally 

ground-breaking work, Uğur Üngör shows that as 

perpetrators of violence, paramilitaries play a key 



role in a wide range of conflicts. Paramilitarism is 

the first comparative study on the subject and it 

investigates how and why states deploy parami-

litaries, and how this influences the relationship 

between the state and society.

Fighters across frontiers, Transnational 
resistance in Europe, 1936-48  
(Manchester University Press, 2020)

This book is the result of years of research by 

dozens of historians on resistance to the occupa-

tion by Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy. That 

resistance turns out to have been remarkably 

international in its organisation: tens of thousands 

of fighters, many of them communists and Jews, 

belonged to an international network that played 

an important role in the ‘Long Second World War’, 

from the Spanish Civil War to well into the Cold 

War. Ismee Tames edited the book, together with 

Robert Gildea (University of Oxford).

Disenfranchisement and the restoration 
of rights. Rotterdam’s municipal policy 
on the disenfranchisement and restora-
tion of the rights of Jewish war victims 
1940-1955 Ontrechting en rechtsherstel. Het Rotter-

damse gemeentebeleid inzake ontrechting en rechtsherstel 

van Joodse oorlogsslachtoffers 1940-1955 (NIOD, 2020) 

In 2018, the municipality of Rotterdam asked NIOD 

to do research on Rotterdam’s municipal policy 

on the disenfranchisement and restoration of the 

rights of Jewish victims during and after World War 

II. The report was compiled by Hinke Piersma and 

Marleen van den Berg, and presented to Rotter-

dam’s mayor Ahmed Aboutaleb on 5 June 2020. 

The long Second World War. The 
Netherlands 1940-1949 De lange Tweede 

Wereldoorlog. Nederland 1940-1949 (Balans, 2020) 

In this book, Peter Romijn looks at how the Nether-

lands and Indonesia experienced war, occupation, 

repression and mass violence in the 1940’s. The 

study suggests that for the Dutch and the Indone-

sians, the Indonesian war of independence was in 

fact a continuation of World War II.

The Politics of Heritage in Indonesia. A 
Cultural History (Cambridge University Press, 2020)

Together with Marieke Bloembergen (KITLV), 

Martijn Eickhoff has written an innovative study 

of archaeological sites and heritage-making in 

colonial and post-colonial Indonesia. The authors 

examine processes of knowledge development 

in relation to violence, regime changes and the 

construction of national and transnational identi-

ties and histories.

The Second World War in hundred 
photos De Tweede Wereldoorlog in honderd foto’s 

(WBOOKS, 2020) 

As part of the public participation campaign De 

Tweede Wereldoorlog in honderd foto’s, the epony-

mous book by Erik Somers and Laurien Vastenhout 

was published by WBOOKS. The hundred photo-

graphs selected by the Dutch public are accompa-

nied by extensive texts and a historical introduction.



ONGOING RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTED

Independence, decolonization, violence 
and war in Indonesia, 1945-1950
This large-scale four-year study on the dynamics of 

violence during the war of decolonisation is a joint 

research programme of the Royal Netherlands 

Institute of Southeast Asian and Caribbean Studies 

[KITLV], the Netherlands Institute for Military History 

[NIMH] and NIOD. The presentation of the results 

has been postponed until the end of 2021. This is 

a direct consequence of the obstacles faced by 

the researchers due to the corona crisis, including 

closures of archives in the Netherlands and Indo-

nesia, and the impossibility of further field research 

and witness seminars in Indonesia. The first publi-

cation appeared in July 2020: a Dutch-language 

contribution to the BMGN-Low Countries Historical 

Review (vol. 135, no. 2) with the initial results of the 

international comparative research project, which 

was carried out in spring 2019 by the Netherlands 

Institute for Advanced Study (NIAS) theme group 

Comparing the Wars of Decolonization.

Heritages of Hunger
Heritages of Hunger is a study on the long-term 

impact of famines in Europe. The memory of fami-

nes continues to have an influence on present-day 

discussions about economic decline, refugees, 

Brexit and Covid-19, but at the same time it provi-

des points of reference for the promotion of under-

standing that transcends cultures and histories. 

The project was launched on 1 October 2020 and 

is being implemented by researchers at Radboud 

University, Wageningen University and NIOD, in 

collaboration with a worldwide network of lecturers, 

researchers and institutes. It is being funded as 

part of the Dutch Research Agenda [NWA].

The municipal organisation of  
Amsterdam (1930-1950)

The Municipality of Amsterdam has commissioned 

NIOD to do research on the performance of the 

municipal organisation in the period 1930-1950. In 

order to gain a proper understanding of the choi-

ces made at that time, such as the involvement of 

the municipal tram company in the deportation of 

Jews, it is important to place the policy of the entire 

Amsterdam administrative system in a broader 

context. The research, which started in September 

2020, studies the dynamics between the city and 

municipal policy.

Preliminary research on Dutch Railways 
in wartime
On behalf of the Dutch Railways [NS], NIOD has 

started a preliminary study on the company’s 

history during World War II, particularly in relation 

to transports contracted by the occupier, in the 

light of the relationships between the political and 

administrative systems during those years. The 

request from NS arose from a recommendation 

by the Committee on Individual Compensation 

for Victims of WWII Transport by NS [Commissie 

Individuele Tegemoetkoming Slachtoffers WO II 

Transporten NS] in 2019. Should this preliminary 

study show that further research is necessary, NS 

will commission NIOD to continue its work.



NIOD EXHIBITIONS

Black Liberators
People in the Netherlands are often unaware 

that during World War II, one tenth of US 

troops were African American. In spite of their 

achievements, they rapidly disappeared from 

the collective memory and – until recently – 

also from commemoration ceremonies. The 

exhibition Black Liberators [Zwarte Bevrijders] 

wanted to make these soldiers visible again. 

Six tapestries highlight various chapters 

in the history of African-American soldiers 

during World War II, accompanied by histori-

cal artefacts. The exhibition is based on the 

award-winning graphic novel Franklin. Een 

Nederlands bevrijdingsverhaal (ROSE stories) 

[Franklin: A Dutch Liberation Story], drawn by 

Brian Elstak, written by Marga Altena, with a 

lay-out by Lyanne Tonk, and based on an idea 

from Kees Ribbens (NIOD) and Mieke Kirkels.

The exhibition was previously on show at the 

Vrijheidsmuseum [Freedom Museum] in Groes-

beek, in the province of Gelderland, and in the 

Theater aan het Vrijthof theatre in Maastricht.

War research. 75 years of NIOD
The State Institute for War Documentation 

[Rijksinstituut voor Oorlogsdocumentatie] 

(RIOD, later NIOD) started collecting source 

material about the occupation three days 

after liberation. The result is a rich collection 

of government documents, diaries, cards, 

newspapers, photos, letters and books about 

World War II in the Netherlands, Europe and 

the former Dutch East Indies/Indonesia. In 

2010, NIOD merged with the Centre for Holo-

caust and Genocide Studies under the new 

name NIOD Institute for War, Holocaust and 

Genocide Studies. Since that time, its field of 

research has widened to include flashpoints 

such as Srebrenica and Syria. Even 75 years 

after liberation, NIOD is still interpreting the 

highly charged legacy of war, which sometimes 

triggers heated discussions. This exhibition was 

curated by René van Heijningen, René Kok and 

Erik Somers, with thanks to Maria Somers.

The persecution of the Jews in 
photographs (in Berlin)
The exhibition The persecution of the Jews 

in photographs: The Netherlands, 1940-1945, 

curated by Erik Somers and René Kok, was on 

show from 30 October 2019 at the documenta-

tion centre Topography of Terror in Berlin, and 

before that at the National Holocaust Museum 

(in development) in Amsterdam. After 53,000 

people visited the exhibition in Amsterdam, it 

attracted some 77,000 visitors in Berlin. On the 

occasion of the exhibition in Berlin, a German 

translation of the accompanying publication 

was issued: Fotografien der Verfolgung der 

Juden. Die Niederlande 1940-1945.



PROJECTS AND PROGRAMMES

Dutch Network of War Collections (NOB)
In the Netherlands, there are around 500 organisa-

tions that manage sources from and about World 

War II. Dutch Network of War Collections [Netwerk 

Oorlogsbronnen/NOB] is working on improved digi-

tal access to all these fragmented collections. The 

network now comprises 86 participating organi-

sations, from national museums to regional archi-

ves and memorial centres, as well as 25 affiliated 

participants.

In 2020, with the public websites Oorlogsbron-

nen.nl and Oorlogslevens.nl, NOB successfully took 

the step to involve the general public. The Oorlogs-

levens.nl website won an international innovation 

prize, the GLAMi Award, and Oorlogsbronnen.nl has 

been highly appreciated since its launch in Octo-

ber 2020. As well as a participant, NIOD is also a 

facilitator for NOB.

European Holocaust Research Infra-
structure (EHRI)
EHRI is an international project in which 25 rese-

arch institutes, archives, museums, universities and 

memorial sites from all over Europe, Israel and the 

United States work together to take Holocaust 

research to a more international and more acces-

sible level. By connecting sources, institutions and 

people through an online portal and an extensive 

training programme, among other things, EHRI is 

facilitating new transnational research on the Holo-

caust, commemoration and education. 

In November 2020, EHRI celebrated its 10th anni-

versary and the project entered its third phase. At 

the same time, work was being done on a plan to 

give EHRI the status of permanent infrastructure, 

supported by various countries. EHRI-3 started 

in September 2020 with the launch of a new 

programme addressing the identification and inte-

gration of sources, training and collaboration.

 

Adopt a diary
In the project Adopt a diary, launched in May 2018, 

volunteers help type out the extensive collection 

of diaries from the war. The collection contains 

more than 1,700 diaries from the Netherlands and 

around 400 from the former Dutch East Indies. 

There are currently 130 active volunteers and 

together they have already transcribed more than 

22,000 diary pages. This means that 155 diaries – 

15,500 pages – have been transcribed in full; the 

other 6,500 pages belong to diaries that are still 

being worked on.

This project and the volunteers have attracted 

the attention of various media organisations. In 

May, around Remembrance Day and Liberation 

Day Dutch radio station NPO1 broadcast readings 

of extracts from a number of transcribed diaries. 

There was also international interest: in April 2020, 

the New York Times devoted five pages to the 

collection and the transcription project, and a 

Canadian radio station and a German political 

magazine also covered the story. The project will 

run until September 2022.



The Second World War in 100 photos
As part of 75 years of Freedom, NIOD was commis-

sioned by Platform WO2 to carry out the public 

participation campaign The Second World War in 

100 photos. A search was launched in all the Dutch 

provinces to find significant photographs from the 

Netherlands, the former Dutch East Indies/Indone-

sia, Suriname and the Netherlands Antilles. A jury 

chaired by Khadija Arib subsequently selected 100 

photos. The selection was announced in an NOS 

television broadcast on 4 May, immediately after 

the National Remembrance Day ceremony. 

From September, the photos were shown in two 

identical exhibitions in the entrance hall of the 

House of Representatives in The Hague and the 

Dutch Resistance Museum in Amsterdam. As part 

of the project, all the provinces have been provided 

with a travelling pop-up exhibition of 50 photos 

from the relevant province. Depending on corona-

virus measures, this exhibition will also be open to 

visitors in various parts of the country in 2021. 

Liberation stories
Starting in August 2019, a new long read has been 

published every month in the 12-part series Libe-

ration stories [Bevrijdingsverhalen]. In these stories 

military conflict, destruction and evacuations were 

just as much a part the experience of liberation 

as happiness and relief. The end of World War II 

was very different in the former Dutch East Indies/

Indonesia then in the Netherlands. The varying 

perspectives of the persecuted and the persecu-

tors, of resistance workers and members of the 
Dutch National Socialist Movement (NSB), of citi-

zens and soldiers, and of colonisers and the colo-

nised, show that liberation for one person meant 

a loss of freedom for another. The joy at throwing 

off the yoke of oppression could stand side-by-side 

with desperate sorrow.

First-hand Accounts of War: War letters 
(1935-1950) from NIOD digitized
A valuable part of the NIOD collection comprises 

letters from the period 1935-1950, containing  

poignant stories of contacts between people in 

times of war and occupation. The project First- 

hand Accounts of War [Oorlog uit Eerste Hand] 

aims to digitise and conserve the collection and 

make it more accessible in the NIOD reading room 

and online, where legally permitted. The collection 

of letters will be scanned and transcribed, using 

artificial intelligence. Finally, valuable information  

in the collection will be annotated. In this way, 

First-hand Accounts of War will create a structu-

red, scientific data set that researchers can use, 

for example for the application of quantitative text 

analysis. This offers new research opportunities.

NIOD REWIND podcast
Anne van Mourik and Thijs Bouwknegt conduct 

interviews with researchers into the history of mass 

violence, war and genocide. They made nine 

episodes in 2020, and published four episodes of 

the special corona-related  series Uncertain Times 

[Onzekere Tijden]..



COLLECTIONS & SERVICES

The Collections & Services department is respon-

sible for managing NIOD’s collections and provi-

ding services to interested parties. There is still 

great interest in World War II and other conflicts, 

and work still needs to be done on the provision of 

services. Due to the corona crisis, we were forced 

to close the reading room in spring and autumn. 

We continued to answer questions and support 

researchers online.

In 2020, the department took steps to establish 

a new digital repository, which will store digital 

files permanently. In collaboration with the KNAW 

Humanities Cluster, the digital storage facility, 

based on Archivematica, will be set up in 2021. 

In 2020, we chose two collections (Atlases and 

Resistance poems), which we will store as a pilot. 

We are making preparations to include more 

digitised collections in the digital repository. A start 

was made in 2020 on digitising new collections and 

archives. These are the Berichtendienst Neder-

landse Omroep, the archive of the Centraal Bureau 

van de Vererving van Joodse Slachtoffers and the 

archives of the Stichting Landelijke Organisatie 

voor Hulp aan Onderduikers en Landelijke Knok-

ploegen. 

After an extended process related to the protec-

tion of privacy, the lists of names from the ‘Oran-

jehotel’ Nazi prison and the Database of the 

Fallen were provided to the Dutch Network of War 

Collections (NOB). In spring 2021, these names will 

be integrated into Oorlogslevens.nl.

RESEARCH

The Research department is a core group of speci-

alised researchers who study together the many 

aspects of war and mass violence in the recent 

past. The department’s ambition is to be a leader 

in research on the history of both World Wars, the 

colonial wars and more recent genocidal conflicts. 

To this end, the department collaborates with 

NIOD’s Collections & Services department and with 

domestic and foreign partners, including institutes 

of the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and 

Sciences (KNAW), universities and other research 

institutes.

2020 was a productive year for NIOD research 

and, in at least equal measure, a confusing time. 

Pioneering publications were produced and impor-

tant new projects obtained.

Much of what had been planned could not take 

place because of the corona crisis or had to be 

done differently: researchers could not travel to 

exchange knowledge and insights, conferences 

and workshops were cancelled and there was very 

limited access to archives or they were actually 

closed. In spite of everything, we achieved a lot: the 

Scientific Committee for NIOD approved States of 

War: Experience, Redress, Reflection, NIOD’s rese-

arch agenda for 2020-2024. Newly published books 

were presented online, projects obtained, grants 

awarded, and foreign fellows were here as guests. 

In brief: everyone sought and found creative possi-

bilities for ensuring that NIOD’s core research task 

continued to develop despite all the obstacles.



MASTER IN HOLOCAUST AND 
GENOCIDE STUDIES

What are the conditions and circumstances under 

which genocides can arise? What is the impact of 

mass violence on individuals and societies? These 

are two questions that are addressed in detail in 

the Master’s programme Holocaust and Geno-

cide Studies within the History programme of the 

University of Amsterdam. The Master’s programme 

is multidisciplinary in nature, with influences from 

history studies, social sciences and law. The 

emphasis is on processes of persecution, mass 

murder and genocide in the 20th and 21st centu-

ries, in particular the Holocaust and the genocides 

in Armenia, Cambodia, Rwanda, Former Yugosla-

via, Iraq and Syria.

A new cohort of 20 students began their Master’s 

programme in 2020. Their fields of interest include 

the dynamics of the Holocaust in Eastern Europe, 

the memory of the Armenian genocide among 

Dutch citizens of Turkish and Armenian heritage 

and the rise of Hindu nationalist violence in India.

PERSONAL NEWS

Ralf Futselaar was appointed Professor of the 

Social History of War, Mass Violence and Genocide 

at Erasmus University Rotterdam in February 2020. 

In September 2020, Wendel ten Arve became 

head of Internal Affairs.

 

EXPERT CENTRE RESTITUTION

The principal task of the Expert Centre Restitution 

(ECR) is to do independent research on indivi-

dual requests for restitution. In 2020, the ECR was 

handling a total of 10 such studies. The fact that 

the ECR has now been found by stakeholders and 

interested parties to be a central point of contact 

is shown by the many requests for information, 

varying in type and scope, that have been addres-

sed to the ECR. ECR staff have contributed to 

raising awareness of the field of art theft and resti-

tution by giving workshops, presentations, guest 

lectures and readings, some aimed at colleagues 

in the field and others at a wider audience.

During 2020, the ECR worked on improving the 

provision of information, for example by upgrading 

the website Herkomst Gezocht [Origins Unknown] 

and improving access to source material. The 

results of these efforts are expected to be visible 

in 2021. The implementation of the two-year Pilot 

Project Provenance Research on Objects of the 

Colonial Era (PPROCE), which was launched in 

2019 and is being carried out together with the 

Rijksmuseum and the National Museum of World 

Cultures, is in full swing. The project is expected to 

make a major contribution to the development of a 

method for research on the provenance of collec-

tions with a colonial context.



FACTS AND
FIGURES 2020
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Visitors to  

reading room 

2.167
4.458 in 2019

Questions answered 

about collections

3.199
3.367 in 2019

Requests answered 

image archive 

2.461 
2.168 in 2019

Visitors to niod.nl

282.647
227.319 in 2019

Visitors to  

beeldbank WO2

84.169
55.002 in 2019

Employees

(reference date 

December) 

93
62 in 2019

SUPPORT NIOD 

The NIOD Fund is the independent founda-

tion for the support of NIOD. NIOD has now 

been doing research on World War II for 75 

years and it faces the challenge of perpetu-

ating this in the future. The NIOD Fund was 

established in 2020 to help achieve this aim.

The NIOD Fund supports young academics, 

among others, in their research on mass 

violence, genocide and World War II, and 

additionally supports exceptional and inno-

vative projects for NIOD that it would other-

wise not be possible to carry out.

Through the NIOD Fund, individuals, organi-

sations, funds and companies can support 

NIOD. Among other efforts, the NIOD Fund 

focuses on preparing young researchers, 

so that research on war, the Holocaust and 

genocide remains possible in the future. The 

NIOD Fund also contributes to the complete 

digitisation of NIOD’s archive collection. 

Contributions to the NIOD Fund can be 

made to bank account NL48 INGB 0000 

7575 99, in the name of Vrienden NIOD.

About half of the funding for NIOD comes from 

regular government funds, allocated through 

the KNAW. The other half comes from project 

contributions, to which a large number of 

organisations contributed in 2020, including 

the Dutch Research Council (NWO), the Dutch 

Research Agenda (NWA), ERC/Horizon 2020, 

the European Council, the City of Amsterdam, 

V-fonds, the Municipality of Rotterdam, the 

Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport (VWS), 

the Ministry of Education, Culture and Science 

(OCW), the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (BuZa), 

Stichting Vergeten Slachtoffers, VGN, Meta-

morfoze, the Mondriaan Fund, the KNAW Stra-

tegic Fund, the Rothschild Foundation and the 

University of Amsterdam.

NIOD is an institute of the Royal Netherlands 

Academy of Arts and Sciences (KNAW).


